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Compiled by Christy Simo
Profiles by Stan Awtrey and Lindsay Thomas Jr. 

According to the American Bar Association, there are nearly 30,000 practicing
lawyers in the state. We asked Georgia’s attorneys who they think are the
tops in their field, and the result is our 13th annual Legal Elite. 

This year’s list represents more than 250 law firms in more than 30 cities across
Georgia in 14 practice areas: Bankruptcy/Creditors’ Rights, Business Law, Corporate
Law, Criminal Law, Entertainment Law, Environmental Law, Family Law, General
Practice/Trial Law, Immigration Law, Labor & Employment, Personal Injury, Public
Finance/Bonds, Real Estate & Construction Law and Taxes/Estates/Trusts.

This year, we asked some of our top vote getters what makes them tick. You’ll see
their profiles throughout the list. 

To compile this listing, attorneys submitted their nominations via our website at
www.georgiatrend.com. Any attorney who is a member of the state bar and lives and
practices in Georgia was eligible to vote and to be voted onto the list. Respondents were
not allowed to vote for themselves. They could, however, vote for members of their own
firms only if they voted for an equal or greater number of attorneys outside their firms. 

The names of those with the most votes appear in the following pages in alpha-
betical order. They are listed in the categories into which their peers voted them,
although some may practice in more than one area. 

The listings are determined solely by lawyers’ votes; places on the list are not for
sale. The names of attorneys who are advertisers appear in blue type. Ballots were
tallied and names verified by the Georgia Trend editorial staff. 

If you are an attorney practicing in Georgia and would like to nominate someone
for the 2016 Legal Elite, the online ballot will be open Monday, May 2 through Friday,
July 29, 2016. For more information, go to www.georgiatrend.com/nominate.

055_GT_Dec_LegalElite_boxingtrial_GT.April  11/16/15  5:16 PM  Page 55



BANKRUPTCY
WILLIAM A. ROUNTREE
Macey Wilensky & 
Hennings LLC
Atlanta
www.maceywilensky.com
Age: 42
BACKGROUND: Born in Milledge-
ville and grew up in the Florida
panhandle. Bachelor’s degree
from Emory University and law
degree from the University of
Florida. Joined Macey, Wilensky
& Hennings in 2001. 
WHY BANKRUPTCY LAW? I
had a professor in law school
who was from a small town in Mississippi, and his parents had a
‘buy-here pay-here’ used car lot. He used to tell all these crazy
stories about self-help repos and that kind of cowboy stuff. He
made secured transactions and bankruptcy sound interesting.
WHAT I LIKE ABOUT PRACTICING IN GEORGIA: When I
clerked in Florida it was more of a New York-type environment.
I think the people in Georgia are much more collegial, espe-
cially in bankruptcy when the finger-in-the-eye litigation tactics
don’t really work. There’s a defined amount of money and
assets that are left and everybody is going to take a haircut, so
it’s like let’s sit down and be reasonable. The gentility of the
Georgia Bar is something I appreciate.
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: You have to be quiet when you’re
a bankruptcy lawyer. It’s a chapter your clients want to forget.
HOBBIES: I like playing golf and hiking as much as most guys,
but I’ve got three daughters and most of my free time revolves
around them. – SA

GARY A. BARNES
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

MATTHEW T. BERRY
Berry & Associates
Atlanta
www.mattberry.com

SEAN A. BEWICK
Dozier Law Firm LLC
Macon
www.dozierlaw.com

GRANT E. BRIM
Brim Law LLC
Roswell
www.brimlawfirm.com

MATTHEW R. BROOKS
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

ERICH N. DURLACHER
Burr & Forman LLP
Atlanta
www.burr.com

JOHN ELROD
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

H. LEHMAN FRANKLIN JR.
H. Lehman Franklin PC
Statesboro
www.hlfranklin.com

STEPHEN C. GREENBERG
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

ADAM D. HERRING
The Rothbloom Law Firm
Marietta
www.rothbloom.com

LINDSEY HOBBS
Thomerson Macchiaverna &
Smith PC
Savannah
www.tmlawpc.com

KATHLEEN HORNE
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Savannah
www.bouhan.com

JOHN ISBELL
Thompson Hine LLP
Atlanta
www.thompsonhine.com

JEFFREY KELLEY
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

SCOTT J. KLOSINSKI
Klosinski Overstreet LLP
Augusta
www.klosinski.com

DAVID KURZWEIL
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

HAL LEITMAN
Macey Wilensky & Hennings LLC
Atlanta
www.maceywilensky.com

ALFRED S. LUREY
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

MARK MALONEY
King & Spalding LLP
Atlanta
www.kslaw.com
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GARY MARSH
Dentons US LLP
Atlanta
www.dentons.com

C. JAMES MCCALLAR JR.
McCallar Law Firm
Savannah
www.mccallarlawfirm.com

TODD C. MEYERS
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

JAMES C. MORTON
James C. Morton PC
Atlanta
www.jcm-law.com

JUSTIN L. OLIVERIO
Younker & Oliverio PC
Decatur
www.moneyandfreedomlaw.com

JAMES C. OVERSTREET JR.
Klosinski Overstreet LLP
Augusta
www.klosinski.com

BRAD PATTEN
Smith Gilliam Williams & Miles PA
Gainesville
www.sgwmfirm.com

MARGARET PUCCINI
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Savannah
www.bouhan.com

JOHN K. REZAC
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

NICHOLAS J. ROECKER
Alston & Bird
Atlanta
www.alston.com

WILLIAM J. SHAUGHNESSY
Thompson O'Brien Kemp &
Nasuti PC
Norcross
www.tokn.com

DREW STUTZMAN
Ellis, Painter, Ratterree 
& Adams LLP
Savannah
www.epra-law.com

BRETT SWITZER
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

HARRIS WINSBURG
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

CHARLES M. CLAPP
Law Offices of Charles Clapp LLC
Atlanta
www.lawcmc.com

EZRA H. COHEN
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

DAVID W. CRANSHAW
Morris Manning & Martin LLP
Atlanta
www.mmmlaw.com

BETTY NGUYEN DAVIS
The Law Offices of Betty Nguyen
Davis
Atlanta
www.bankruptcylawyeratlanta
georgia.com

JAMES L. DRAKE JR.
Savannah

WILLIAM A. DUPRE IV
Miller & Martin PLLC
Atlanta
www.millermartin.com
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www.butlerwooten.com 
1.800.242.2962

EXCEPTIONAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

UNSURPASSED RESULTS
Butler Wooten Cheeley & Peak LLP is a national trial law � rm dedicated to successful 
representation of injured parties and the pursuit of full justice. � e � rm devotes 
whatever resources are necessary to fully investigate each case and prepare it for trial. 
BWCP has litigated in 30 states and in most of Georgia’s 159 counties, setting records for 
verdicts and settlements in many of them. At BWCP, our results set us apart. We have 
won more than $2.7 billion for our clients. � at includes 41 verdicts and settlements 
over $10 million, and 154 verdicts and settlements over $1 million. If it is a civil case, we 
can handle it—no matter what kind of case. We have handled everything from business 
torts, whistleblower and class action cases to breach of � duciary duty, trucking, auto 
defects, and environmental cases. We work with individuals, families, businesses and 
whistleblowers across the country.  

First Row L-R: David T. Rohwedder, Tedra L. Cannella, James E. Butler, Jr., Joel O. Wooten, Michael Thurmond, Christopher B. McDaniel
Second Row L-R: Brandon L. Peak, Joseph M. Colwell, Rory A. Weeks, Robert D. Cheeley, Rob Snyder, Morgan Duncan, John C. Morrison III

105 13th Street Columbus, Georgia 31901      2719 Buford Highway Atlanta, Georgia 30324

Butler Wooten.2.indd   1 11/17/15   7:07 PM
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JASON ALLOY
Robbins Ross Alloy Belinfante
Littlefield LLC
Atlanta
www.robbinsfirm.com

JOHN J. ALMOND
Rogers & Hardin
Atlanta
www.rh-law.com

LUKE ANDERSON
Maxwell & Anderson LLC
Atlanta
www.maxwellandersonlaw.com

R. MICHAEL BARRY
Arnall Golden Gregory
Atlanta
www.agg.com

D. PEARSON BEARDSLEY
Pearson Beardsley PC
Atlanta
www.dpblegal.com

W. STANLEY BLACKBURN
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

SCOTT L. BONDER
Fried & Bonder
Atlanta
www.friedbonder.com

EDWIN R. BYCK
Weiner Shearouse Weitz
Greenberg & Shawe LLP
Savannah
www.wswgs.com

JAMES W. COBB
Caplan Cobb LLP
Atlanta
www.caplancobb.com

D. MICHAEL CONNER
The Conner Law Group PC
Savannah
www.theconnerlawgroup.com

PHILIP A. COOPER
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough LLP
Atlanta
www.nelsonmullins.com

CLINT CROSBY
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

A. JOSEF DELISLE
Miller & Martin PLLC
Atlanta
www.millermartin.com

HENRY D. FELLOWS
Fellows LaBriola LLP
Atlanta
www.fellab.com

ERIC FISHER
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

LAWRENCE H. FREIMAN
MendenFreiman LLP
Atlanta
www.mendenfreiman.com

BRIAN GANNON
Gannon Law LLC
Atlanta
www.gannontechlaw.com

A. MCCAMPBELL GIBSON
The Finley Firm PC
Atlanta
www.thefinleyfirm.com

KRISTEN W. GOODMAN
Hall, Arbery, Gilligan, Roberts &
Shanlever LLP
Savannah
www.hagllp.com

ERNEST GREER
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

RYAN HARBIN
Bloom Sugarman LLP
Atlanta
www.bloomsugarman.com

GREG K. HECHT
Hecht Walker PC
Atlanta
www.hechtwalker.com

MARC B. HERSHOVITZ
Marc B. Hershovitz PC
Atlanta
www.hershovitz.com

WILLIAM B. HILL JR.
Polsinelli PC
Atlanta
www.polsinelli.com

LAWTON JORDAN JR.
Hull Barrett PC
Augusta
www.hullbarrett.com

ROBERT R. JOSEPH
Hill Kertscher & Wharton LLP
Atlanta
www.hkw-law.com

ALEX B. KAUFMAN
Kaufman & Foreman PC
Atlanta
www.kauflaw.net

DOUGLAS R. KERTSCHER
Hill Kertscher & Wharton LLP
Atlanta
www.hkw-law.com

ROBERT C. KHAYAT JR.
The Khayat Law Firm
Atlanta
www.khayatlawfirm.com

BRYAN M. KNIGHT
Knight Johnson LLC
Atlanta
www.knightjohnson.com

STEPHEN T. LABRIOLA
Fellows LaBriola LLP
Atlanta
www.fellab.com

DUSTIN R. MARLOWE
Johnson Marlowe LLP
Athens
www.johnsonmarlowe.com

KEVIN A. MAXIM
The Maxim Law Firm PC
Atlanta
www.maximlawfirm.com

ROBERT O. MCCLOUD JR.
Atlanta
www.mccloudlaw.com

ROBERT L. MCCORKLE III
McCorkle & Johnson LLP
Savannah
www.mccorklejohnson.com

GEORGE D. MENDEN
MendenFreiman LLP
Atlanta
www.mendenfreiman.com

PATRICK. T. O'CONNOR
Oliver Maner LLP
Savannah
www.olivermaner.com

JONATHAN A. PAGE
Page Law LLC
Marietta
www.pagebusinesslaw.com

DARREN PENN
Harris Penn Lowry LLP
Savannah
www.hpllegal.com

BUSINESS LAW
BRIAN D. BURGOON
Burgoon Law Firm
Atlanta
www.burgoonlaw.com
Age: 43
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s
and law degree from the
University of Florida. Practic-
ing law since 1997.
MOST MEMORABLE CASE:
As a seventh-year lawyer, I
worked for a large firm that
represented an injured plaint-
iff. After a defense verdict,
we got a new trial on appeal,
and a partner said, “You’re
going to be lead counsel on
the retrial.” To be given that
kind of responsibility at such
a young age was a memo-
rable experience, and we
got a plaintiff’s verdict on the
retrial. 
FAVORITE VIEW OF GEORGIA: I’m a pilot, so I fly all around
Georgia. It’s a beautiful state to see from the air. I like flying in
the mountains in fall when the leaves are changing, and I
enjoy flying over downtown and Buckhead. It’s an escape
from the daily grind to see things from a different perspec-
tive.
FAVORITE BOOK ABOUT THE LAW: Devil in the Grove by
Gilbert King. It chronicles the rise of Thurgood Marshall and
a case he handled as a young lawyer, and a lot of it took place
60 miles south of where I grew up in Ocala, Fla. – LT
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TODD J. POOLE
Poole Law Group
Decatur
www.poolelawgroup.com

MATTHEW R. ROSENKOFF
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

ALEXA ROSS
Robbins Ross Alloy Belinfante
Littlefield LLC
Atlanta
www.robbinsfirm.com

DAVID SCHULMAN
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

W. SCOTT SCHULTEN
Schulten Ward & Turner LLP
Atlanta
www.swtlaw.com

GREGORY K. SMITH
King & Spalding LLP
Atlanta
www.kslaw.com

CORPORATE LAW
JOE DELGADO
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com
Age: Mid-40s
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s from
Tulane University, law degree from
Georgia State University. Practicing law
since 1996. 
WHY LAW? With the types of clients I
have, I’m interacting with a business
owner. Most of these men and women
have put their entire lives into their
business. And when things are tough
for them, you’re in the trenches with
them. You’ve got to be. It’s very satisfy-
ing when you see one of these individuals who’s worked so hard
to build a business be able to go out and sell it or be incredibly
successful. You’re not just the lawyer. You become a part of the
team. That’s what brings me a lot of enjoyment. I’ve gotten to be
a part of a lot of different teams. 
FAVORITE LAW TV SHOW OR MOVIE: That’s a tough ques-
tion for a transactional lawyer. Nobody watched L.A. Law and
wanted to be the tax guy. Frankly, I have always enjoyed My
Cousin Vinny. – LT

JAMES D. STEINBERG
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

JULIA H. SULLIVAN
The Law Offices of Julia H. Sullivan LLC
Savannah
www.jhsullivanlaw.com

TRAVIS T. TOWNSEND JR.
Townsend & Lockett LLC
Atlanta
www.townsendlockett.com

BRUCE WANAMAKER
Ledbetter Wanamaker Glass LLP
Atlanta
www.lwglaw.com

TERRY WEISS
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

KATHERINE N. WILLETT
Merbaum Law Group PC
Alpharetta
www.merbaumlaw.com

JOHN C. YATES
Morris Manning & Martin LLP
Atlanta
www.mmmlaw.com
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JIM ALTENBACH
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

D. PEARSON BEARDSLEY 
Beardsley PC 
Atlanta
www.dpblegal.com

W. STANLEY BLACKBURN
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

TED BLUM
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

MICHAEL A. CAPLAN
Caplan Cobb LLP
Atlanta
www.caplancobb.com

PHILIP A. COOPER
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Atlanta
www.nelsonmullins.com

TOM CULLEN
HunterMaclean
Savannah
www.huntermaclean.com

JEFF CUNNINGHAM
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Atlanta
www.seyfarth.com

A. JOSEF DELISLE
Miller & Martin PLLC
Atlanta
www.millermartin.com

DANIEL D. DINUR
Dinur & Deluca LLP
Atlanta
www.dinurdelucalaw.com

PAUL FANCHER
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

ANDREA FARLEY
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

STACEY O. GALLANT
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

DAVID GHEGAN
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

WILLIAM G. GLASS
Weiner Shearouse Weitz
Greenberg & Shawe LLP
Savannah
www.wswgs.com

MICHAEL D. GOLDEN
Arnall Golden Gregory
Atlanta
www.agg.com

ASHLEY A. HALFMAN
Miller & Martin PLLC
Atlanta
www.millermartin.com

JACK HARDIN
Rogers & Hardin
Atlanta
www.rh-law.com

CHASON L. HARRISON JR.
Ford & Harrison LLP
Atlanta
www.fordharrison.com

A. ANDRÉ HENDRICK
Holland & Knight LLP
Atlanta
www.hklaw.com

MICHAEL E. HOLLINGSWORTH
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough LLP
Atlanta
www.nelsonmullins.com

KIRK JAMIESON
Verizon Wireless Regional
Counsel
Alpharetta

BENJAMIN W. KARPF
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Savannah
www.bouhan.com

JONATHAN KENDALL
Polsinelli PC
Atlanta
www.polsinelli.com

DOUG P. KREVOLIN
Krevolin & Horst LLC
Atlanta
www.khlawfirm.com

LARRY LEDBETTER
Ledbetter Wanamaker Glass LLP
Atlanta
www.lwglaw.com

STEPHEN E. LEWIS
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

JOHN LIENTZ
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Savannah
www.bouhan.com

ROBERT L. MCCORKLE III
McCorkle & Johnson LLP
Savannah
www.mccorklejohnson.com

REBEKAH D. MCCORVEY
Bryan Cave LLP
Atlanta
www.bryancave.com

PAUL J. MCGRUDER
Boling Rice LLC
Cumming
www.bolingrice.com

BRETT D. MCNEILL
Coleman Talley LLP
Atlanta
www.colemantalley.com

COLIN MCRAE
HunterMaclean
Savannah
www.huntermaclean.com

GEORGE D. MENDEN
MendenFreiman LLP
Atlanta
www.mendenfreiman.com

WILLIAM S. ORTWEIN
Alston & Bird
Atlanta
www.alston.com

MITESH PATEL
Patel Burkhalter Law Group
Atlanta
www.patelburkhalter.com

MARK I. SANDERS
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

CORPORATE
LAW

Continued

CRIMINAL LAW
ALEX SUSOR
The Law Offices of Alex Susor PC
Atlanta
www.alexsusor.com
Age: 38
BACKGROUND: Grew up in Marietta.
Bachelor’s of science in international affairs
from Georgia Tech; law degree from Georgia
State University. Practicing law since 2006.
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: When I first
graduated from law school, I worked for
criminal defense lawyer David Wolfe. We
represented a gentleman named Mr. Garza, who had been convict-
ed of kidnapping and other charges, and we appealed the convic-
tion all the way to the Georgia Supreme Court. David let me write
the brief, and we actually got the state kidnapping law overturned
on constitutional grounds. I was invited by the Georgia Defense
Lawyers Association to testify to the Senate and House Judiciary
committees to make a proposal as to how to fix the statute. I was two
years out of law school, and to have a huge victory like that was very
exciting. 
FAVORITE LAW MOVIE: I was sworn in at the Jasper County
Courthouse in Monticello, where My Cousin Vinny was filmed. It was
perfect, because I love that movie. – LT
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DAVID SCHULMAN
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

SIDNEY SIMMS
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Atlanta
www.sutherland.com

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
Thomerson Macchiaverna &
Smith PC
Savannah
www.tmlawpc.com

SANDY SMITH
Womble Carlyle Sandridge &
Rice LLP
Atlanta
www.wcsr.com

MICHAEL M. SULLIVAN
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

R. LEE TUCKER JR.
Mahaffey Pickens Tucker LLP
Lawrenceville
www.mptlawfirm.com

BRUCE WANAMAKER
Ledbetter Wanamaker Glass LLP
Atlanta
www.lwglaw.com

SCOTT A. WHARTON
Hill Kertscher & Wharton LLP
Atlanta
www.hkw-law.com
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E. JAY ABT
The Abt Law Firm LLC
Atlanta
www.abtlaw.com

BENJAMIN B. ALPER
Law Offices of Weintraub 
& Alper PC
Atlanta
www.ga-criminaldefense.com

R. JOSEPH BURBY IV
Bryan Cave LLP
Atlanta
www.bryancave.com

JEFFREY S. CONNELLY
Fulton County District Attorney's
Office
Atlanta
www.funtonda.org

AMY LEE COPELAND
Rouse+Copeland LLC
Savannah
www.roco.pro

D. SCOTT CUMMINS
Stemberger & Cummins PC
Newnan
www.scalawfirm.com

JASON R. EDGECOMBE
Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

ED GARLAND
Garland, Samuel & Loeb PC
Atlanta
www.gsllaw.com

RAYMOND V. GIUDICE
Raymond V. Giudice PC
Atlanta
www.rayglaw.com

JULIANNE GROW GLISSON
Weiner Shearouse Weitz
Greenberg & Shawe LLP
Savannah
www.wswgs.com

DANIEL P. GRIFFIN
Miller & Martin PLLC
Atlanta
www.millermartin.com

JOE S. HABACHY
Joe S. Habachy PC
Atlanta
www.habachylaw.com

WILLIAM C. "BUBBA" HEAD
Atlanta
www.bubbahead.com

MARK J. ISSA
The Issa Law Firm PC
Atlanta
www.issalawfirm.com

COURTNEY R. LERCH
The Wade Law Firm
Savannah
www.thewadelawfirm.com

W. CARL LIETZ III
Kish & Lietz PC
Atlanta
www.kishandlietz.com

ANDREW R. LYNCH
Decatur
www.atlnotguilty.com

SCOTT L. MARRAH
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

BRIAN F. MCEVOY
Polsinelli PC
Atlanta
www.polsinelli.com

DONALD L. MONTGOMERY JR.
Scheer and Montgomery PC
Savannah
www.sampclaw.com

RICHARD A. RICE JR.
The Rice Law Firm
Atlanta
www.trlfirm.com

AJ RICHMAN
Richman Law Firm LLC
Suwanee
www.georgiacrime.com

STEVEN H. SADOW
Schulten Ward & Turner
Atlanta
www.swtlaw.com

DONALD F. SAMUEL
Garland, Samuel & Loeb PC
Atlanta
www.gsllaw.com

JANICE SINGER-CAPEK
Thompson Singer
Atlanta
www.tsclawyers.com
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KAZUMA SONODA JR.
The Sonoda Law Firm
Atlanta
www.sonodalaw.com

JUSTIN SPIZMAN
The Hawkins Law Firm
Atlanta
www.hawkinsduilaw.com

JESSICA K. STERN
Stern Law LLC
Atlanta
www.sternlawfirm.us

J. PETE THEODICIAN
J. Pete Theodocion PC 
Augusta
www.georgia-
criminalattorney.com

EDWARD D. TOLLEY
Cook Noell Tolley & Bates LLP
Athens
www.cntblaw.com

STEVEN K. WEINER
Weiner Law Group
Atlanta
www.weinerlawgroup.com

JOE WHITLEY
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

THOMAS WITHERS
Gillen Withers & Lake LLC
Savannah
www.twitherslaw.com

LISA F. MOORE
The Moore Law Firm LLC
Atlanta
www.themoorefirm.com

ROBERT ROSENBLOUM
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com
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ENTERTAINMENT LAW
STEVEN S. SIDMAN
The Sidman Law Firm LLC
Atlanta
www.sidmanlaw.com
Age: 46
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s
degree from Colgate University
and law degree from Emory
University. Practicing law since
1998 and started the Sidman
Law Firm in 2010. 
WHY ENTERTAINMENT LAW?
I’m a recovering musician. I
started off playing in garage
bands, like many of us do. I realized I didn’t have the chops to
do it professionally, but I loved everything about music. In col-
lege I played in bands, wrote the record reviews for the school
newspaper and booked all the bands. It was something I was
bound and determined to be around. 
HOW I BECAME INVOLVED IN REPRESENTING CHEFS: The
world of good food is something I had been interested in for a
while. One of my former bandmates from Colgate asked if I did
cookbook deals. Turned out it was a cookbook for chef Grant
Achatz, who has three Michelin stars and is the most influential
American-born chef of his generation, and his business partner
Nick Kokonas. Having them be your first clients in the world of
chefs and restaurants would be like being a sports agent and
having a young [Hank] Aaron as your first client.
THE BENEFITS OF REPRESENTING CHEFS: It gives the phrase
“Will work for food” a whole new meaning. – SA

DARRYL B. COHEN
Cohen Cooper Estep & Whiteman
Atlanta
www.coco-law.tv

JASON P. COOPER
Alston & Bird
Atlanta
www.alston.com

JOE S. HABACHY
Joe S. Habachy PC
Atlanta
www.habachylaw.com

JOEL KATZ
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
DOUG HENDERSON
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com
Age: 54 
BACKGROUND: Grew up in
Albany. Bachelor’s degree from
George Washington University,
master’s degrees from Georgia
Tech and University of Michigan,
Ph.D. from Michigan, law degree
from University of Kentucky.
Joined Troutman Sanders in
1993. 
WHY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW? I
decided I like solving and work-
ing on real environmental prob-
lems. That’s why law and litigation fits for me. I get to work on
things I love, and I get to work with great clients. I actually
believe in the law and protecting the environment.
THE GROWTH OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW: Environmental
law went from focusing on clearly identifying the issues and
now shows up in every aspect of society, whether it’s chemicals
in food, stormwater runoff when it rains or people developing
property.
WHAT IS THE MOST CRUCIAL SKILL TO HAVE? I enjoy trans-
lating environmental law to judges and juries and regulators
and administrative law judges. I like simplifying the facts and
getting to the key issues. Environmental law can be very com-
plex and the requirements are overwhelming, but when you
look at what your goals are, simplifying helps get to the real
reason of the law, which is to protect the environment.
HOBBIES: I’ve got an old motorcycle I ride around. I enjoy
that. – SA

SCOTT HITCH
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough LLP
Atlanta
www.nelsonmullins.com

RICHARD A. HORDER
Kazmarek Mowrey Cloud 
Laseter LLP
Atlanta
www.kmcllaw.com

LEAH J. KNOWLTON
Ballard Spahr LLP
Atlanta
www.ballardspahr.com

DAVID MOORE
Smith Gambrell & Russell LLP
Atlanta
www.sgrlaw.com

ANDREA PAWLAK
Schulten Ward & Turner LLP
Atlanta
www.swtlaw.com

TODD SILLIMAN
Dentons US LLP
Atlanta
www.dentons.com

STEPHEN G. WEIZENECKER
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Atlanta
www.btlaw.com

DONALD M. WOODARD
Gordon & Rees LLP
Atlanta
www.gordonrees.com

CRIMINAL
LAW

Continued
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FAMILY LAW
RANDALL M. KESSLER
Kessler & Solomiany LLC
Atlanta
www.ksfamilylaw.com
Age: 53
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s degree from
Brandeis University and law degree from
Emory University. Founding partner of
Kessler & Solomiany LLC in 1991. 
WHY LAW? I was 3 years old and my grandfather, who was a cab
driver, told me I was going to be a lawyer. I thought I wanted to be
an international lawyer because you get to travel all over the world.
But I realized international lawyers usually worked for a big com-
pany and stay in that big office.
WHY FAMILY LAW? Family law is rewarding. You’re helping solve
social issues, family by family, and it feels good. Like when you get
a woman child support they’ve been owed for 10 years. It wasn’t
just the money, but that they could stand up to the high-powered
guys who always got their way.
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: A lady won the Georgia Lottery, and
the next day her boyfriend proposed. Four years later they got a
divorce. He wanted part of the lottery winnings as part of the divorce.
The court gave him $1.5 million of the $15 million she won, and I
asked her if she was upset. I’ll never forget, she said, ‘I’m too blessed
to be stressed.’ I bought her a baseball cap that said that. – SA

JAMES J. ANAGNOSTAKIS
Anagnostakis Law Group
Douglasville
www.algatlanta.com

LAURA W. ANDERSON
Anderson Family Law
Marietta
www.lwafamilylaw.com

EDWARD E. BATES
Warner Bates McGough
McGinnis & Portnoy PC
Atlanta
www.wbmfamilylaw.com

JEFFREY B. BOGART
Bogart, Hurst & Fernence
Atlanta
www.bogartlaw.com

ROBERT D. BOYD
Boyd Collar Nolen & Tuggle LLC
Atlanta
www.bcntlaw.com

ALEX M. BROWN
Alex M. Brown Law LLC
Evans
www.augustadivorcelawyer.com

ADAM G. SOWATZKA
King & Spalding LLP
Atlanta
www.kslaw.com

TRACY L. STARR
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

ANDREW M. THOMPSON
Smith Gambrell & Russell LLP
Atlanta
www.sgrlaw.com

JOHN B. WEITNAUER
Gwinnett County Solicitor
General's Office
Lawrenceville
www.gwinnettcounty.com

MICHELE B. WETHERINGTON
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
Atlanta
www.epa.gov

C. MAX ZYGMONT
Kazmarek Mowrey Cloud 
Laseter LLP
Atlanta
www.kmcllaw.com Continued on page 68
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The Private Client Group
75 Fourteenth Street, Suite 2200
Atlanta, Georgia  30309
Tel: 404.974.3484
Fax: 404.974.3486
www.tpclg.com

Christopher T. Graham founded The Private
Client Law Group (“TPCLG”), a boutique
tax, private equity busi ness, and private
wealth planning law firm, in 2008. Prior to
estab lish ing TPCLG, Mr. Graham began
his career in the mid 1990's with the
Family Wealth Planning Team at Arthur Andersen. He then ran
the Advanced Tax Strategy team of a regional law firm before
joining Carlton Fields to run their Atlanta office tax practice.
Mr. Graham sits on the board of Prometheus Capital in Chicago
and Astral Health and Beauty in Atlanta.  Mr. Graham serves as
the Chairman of the Board of Crown Capital Investments, a
private equity advisory firm, and as Co-Manager of Emerald
Acquisitions, a conservation easement fund. He earned his
Bachelors of Business Administration in Accounting from the
University of Michigan. He then went on to earn his J. D. at
Wake Forest School of Law with a focus in tax in 1995.

Christopher T. Graham

The Private Client Group
75 Fourteenth Street, Suite 2200
Atlanta, Georgia  30309
Tel: 404.974.3484
Fax: 404.974.3486
www.tpclg.com

Practice Areas:
• Tax Controversy
• Tax Minimization
• Business Planning
• Asset Preservation

Jason Wiggam is an Associate Attorney with The Private Client
Law Group (“TPCLG”) in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Wiggam’s practice
focuses on representing individuals, businesses, officers,
directors, shareholders, and partners in matters before the
Internal Revenue Service, the Georgia Department of Revenue,
and other state tax departments. Prior to joining TPCLG, Mr.
Wiggam began his career representing taxpayers at the Phillip C.
Cook Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic. He earned his Juris Doctor,
magna cum laude, from Georgia State University College of Law
in 2010 and obtained an LL.M. degree in Taxation from New York
University School of Law five years later.  

Jason N. Wiggam, Esq.

Beardsley, P.C.
1230 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 900
Atlanta, Georgia 30309
Tel: 404.558.7646
Email: pbeardsley@dpblegal.com
www.dpblegal.com

D. Pearson Beardsley
Practice Areas:
• Business and Corporate Law
• Entity Formation and

Incorporation 
• Mergers & Acquisitions
• Securities Regulation

Bogart, Hurst & Ference
6400 Powers Ferry Road, Suite 220
Atlanta, GA 30339
Tel: 770.988.9444
Fax: 770.988.9844
Email: jbb@bogartlaw.com
www.bogartlaw.com

Jeffrey B. Bogart 
Practice Areas:
• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• White Collar Crime
• Civil Litigation in State and

Federal Courts
• Appeals

Bell Law Firm
1201 Peachtree Street, N.E., Suite 2000
Atlanta, Georgia 30361
Tel: 404.249.6768
Fax: 404.249.6764
Email: bell@belllawfirm.com
www.BellLawFirm.com  

Practice Areas:
• Wrongful Death
• Traumatic Brain Injury
• Accidents
• Medical Malpractice
• Spinal Cord Injury

Lloyd Bell is a highly respected trial lawyer with over 20 years of
experience representing people who have suffered serious injury
or wrongful death. Lloyd has achieved record verdicts in
courtrooms throughout Georgia in cases ranging from medical
malpractice to tractor trailer accidents. Known for his passion,
creativity and tenacity, Lloyd is a frequent guest speaker at trial
lawyer conferences around the country. He is also an active member
of The American Association for Justice, the Georgia Trial Lawyers
Association and the American Board of Trial Advocates. 

Lloyd N. Bell
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Weiner, Shearouse, Weitz,
Greenberg & Shawe, LLP  
14 East State Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401
P.O. BOX 10105, Savannah, GA 31412-0305
Tel: 912.233.2251
Email: ebyck@wswgs.com
www.wswgs.com

Edwin R. Byck
Practice Areas:
• SBA 7A and 504 Loans
• Business Formation
• Corporate Law

Weiner, Shearouse, Weitz,
Greenberg & Shawe, LLP  
14 East State Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401
P.O. BOX 10105, Savannah, GA 31412-0305
Tel: 912.233.2251
Email: bglass@wswgs.com
www.wswgs.com

William G. Glass
Practice Areas:
• Real Estate
• Commercial Transactions
• Corporate Law

Weiner, Shearouse, Weitz,
Greenberg & Shawe, LLP  
14 East State Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401
P.O. BOX 10105, Savannah, GA 31412-0305
Tel: 912.233.2251
Email: jglisson@wswgs.com
www.wswgs.com

Julianne Grow Glisson
Practice Areas:
• Family Law
• Criminal Law
• Civil Litigation and Trial Practice

Holland & Knight LLP
1180 West Peachtree Street
Atlanta, GA 30309
Tel: 404.898.8131
Fax: 404.881.0470
Email: andre.hendrick@hklaw.com
www.hklaw.com

A. André Hendrick
Practice Areas:
• Complex Civil BusinessLitigation
• Business Contract and Tort Litigation
• Real Estate Litigation
• Securities Litigation

If you are an attorney practicing in
Georgia and would like to nominate
someone for the 2016 Legal Elite,
the online ballot will be open Monday,
May 2 through Friday, July 29, 2016. 

For more information, go to
www.georgiatrend.com/nominate.

Nominations for the 2016 Legal Elite
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Each plaque will include the honoree’s name and specialty, as well as the 
official Georgia Trend logo and Legal Elite design or with a photo.

You can order an official Georgia Trend plaque to commemorate this special honor. 
Choose which plaque you would prefer and call us today to place your order.

Congratulations on being selected as Georgia Trend's
2015 Legal Elite

Original Legal Elite
Plaque
10-1/2” x 13” black
gloss writing  
$250.00

Legal Elite Plaque
#2
9” x 12” black wooden
plaque with silver
writing on a white 
gloss surface with
photo and description  
$325.00

Legal Elite Plaque
#1
9” x 12” rounded cherry
wooden plaque with
blue surface; photo 
and writing  
$300.00

For more details and to place your order, contact Me'Sha Golden 
at 678.381.2163 or mesha@georgiatrend.com

Legal Elite Plaque #3
9” x 12” cherry or black
wooden plaque with
silver and white plate
background with photo
and description  
$325.00

Legal Elite Plaque #4
9” x 12” sublimated
plaque (directly on
surface) black or 
cherry knob edges 
with photo and words  
$350.00

Legal Elite Plaque #5
8” x 10” wooden plaque
with black plate with
silver description 
$300.00

Kalka & Baer, LLC   
1447 Peachtree St., Suite 550
Atlanta, GA 30309
Tel: 404.835.8072
Fax: 678.916.4677  
Email: tkalka@kalkabaer.com
www.the-atlanta-injury-lawyer.com

Anthony C. Kalka
Practice Areas:
• Personal Injury
• Accidents
• Wrongful Death
• Nursing Home Abuse
• Defective Products

Kaufman, Miller & Forman, P.C. 
8215 Roswell Road, Building 800
Atlanta, Georgia 30350-6445
Tel:  770.390.9200
Fax:  770.395.6720
Email: abk@kauflaw.net
www.kauflaw.net

Alex B. Kaufman, Esq.
Practice Areas:
• General Business and

Business Litigation
• Corporate Law

Weiner, Shearouse, Weitz,
Greenberg & Shawe, LLP  
14 East State Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401
P.O. BOX 10105, Savannah, GA 31412-0305
Tel: 912.233.2251
Email: mmackenzie@wswgs.com
www.wswgs.com

Malcolm Mackenzie, III
Practice Areas:
• Civil Trials
• Prosecution and Defense of personal

injury and wrongful death
• Business Disputes

Smith & Lake Family Law Attorneys
One West Court Square, Suite 410
Decatur, GA 30030
Tel: 404.909.8300
Email: slake@smithlakelaw.com
www.smithlakelaw.com

Sheri T. Lake
Practice Areas:
• Family Law

Divorce
Child Custody & Access
Child Support
Guardian ad Litem
Legitimation/Paternity
Maintenance/Alimony
Nuptial Agreements

• Guardianship & Adoptions
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O'Hagan Law Firm LLC
4295 Buford Dr. Suite 1-B
Buford, GA 30515
Tel:  404.403.9711
Fax:  404.662.2346
Email: MJOHagan@OHaganLawLLC.com
www.OHaganLawLLC.com

Michael O'Hagan
Practice Areas:
• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• DUI Defense

Page Law, LLC
1640 Powers Ferry Road, Building 23, Suite 100
Marietta, GA 30067
Tel: 770.285.7785
Fax: 770.285.7784
Email: office@pagebusinesslaw.com
www.pagebusinesslaw.com

Jonathan Page
Practice Areas:
• Owner Agreements
• Business Contracts
• Civil Litigation

Shah Law Firm
1355 Peachtree St., NE, Suite 1800
Atlanta, Georgia 30309
Tel: 404.844.4874
Fax: 404.410.6933
Email: shah@shahlawfirm.com
www.shahlawfirm.com

Parag Shah
Practice Areas:
• Wrongful Death
• Trucking Accidents
• Head & Brain Injury
• Premises Liability
• Mass Torts
• White Collar Crimes

Hill Kertscher & Wharton, LLP 
3350 Riverwood Parkway, Suite 800
Atlanta, GA  30339
Tel: 678.384.7444
Fax: 404.420.2346
Email: saw@hkw-law.com
www.hkw-law.com

Scott Wharton
Practice Areas:
• Mergers & Acquisitions
• Business and Corporate
• Technology and Outsourcing
• Intellectual Property 

advertising

Slotkin & Caiola, LLC
118 East Maple Street
Decatur, GA  30030
Tel: 404.228.4099
Fax: 404.228.4610
Email: bobby@slotkincaiola.com
www.slotkincaiola.com

F. Robert Slotkin, Jr.
Practice Areas:
• Business and Real Estate

Litigation
•Probate Litigation
• Franchise Litigation
•Trademark Prosecution
• Infringement Litigation

Attorney at Law 
950 East Paces Ferry Rd., NE, Suite 1625
Atlanta, GA 30326
Tel: 678.791.1725
Fax: 404.941.2295
Email: michaelswilensky@gmail.com

Michael S. Wilensky
Practice Areas:
• Wrongful Death
• Personal & Serious Injury
• Tractor Trailer Collisions
• Auto Collisions
• Wrongful Prescription
• Nursing Home Negligence
• Medical Negligence
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KATHLEEN B. CONNELL
Boyd Collar Nolen & Tuggle LLC
Atlanta
www.bcntlaw.com

CHRISTOPHER H. ELLIOTT
Caldwell, Propst & DeLoach LLP
Atlanta
www.cpdlawyers.com

DAVID S. GIVELBER
Givelber Law Group LLC
Atlanta
www.givelberlaw.com

ADAM M. GLEKLEN
The Gleklen Law Firm
Atlanta
www.gleklenlaw.com

JULIANNE GROW GLISSON
Weiner Shearouse Weitz
Greenberg & Shawe LLP
Savannah
www.wswgs.com

EDWARD I. HECHT
Hecht Family Law
Alpharetta
www.hechtfamilylaw.com

HANNIBAL HEREDIA
Hedgepeth, Heredia, Crumrine 
& Morrison
Atlanta
www.hhcmfamilylaw.com

K. PAUL JOHNSON
Johnson, Kraeuter & Dunn LLC
Savannah
www.jkdlawfirm.com

J. PIA KOSLOW
Koslow Law Offices
Atlanta
www.koslowlaw.com

SHERI LAKE
Smith & Lake LLC
Decatur
www.smithlakelaw.com

KYLA S. LINES
Richardson Bloom & Lines LLC
Atlanta
www.rblfamilylaw.com

JOHN “JACK" R.B. LONG
John R.B. Long PC
Augusta
www.divorcelawaugusta.com

DAVID N. MARPLE
Davis, Matthews & Quigley PC
Atlanta
www.dmqlaw.com

WHITNEY D. MAUK
Whitney D. Mauk PC
Atlanta
www.wdmpc.com

JOHN C. MAYOUE
Mayoue Gray Eittreim PC
Atlanta
www.mgefamilylaw.com

SARAH MCCORMACK
Hoelting & McCormack LLC
Atlanta
www.hmatlanta.com

KELLY ANNE MILES
Smith Gilliam Williams & Miles PA
Gainesville
www.sgwmfirm.com

WAYNE MORRISON
Kessler & Solomiany LLC
Atlanta
www.ksfamllylaw.com

MICHAEL J. O'HAGAN
O'Hagan Law Firm LLC
Buford

PAUL OELAND
LaMalva, Geoffroy & Oeland PC
Conyers
www.lgolawfirm.com

SUSANNAH ROGERS PEDIGO
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Savannah
www.bouhan.com

REBECCA CRUMRINE RIEDER
Hedgepeth, Heredia, Crumrine 
& Morrison
Atlanta
www.hhcmfamilylaw.com

PETER A. RIVNER
Caldwell, Propst & DeLoach LLP
Atlanta
www.cpdlawyers.com

TINA SHADIX RODDENBERY
Holland Roddenbery LLC
Atlanta
www.hollandroddenbery.com

DAVID G. SARIF
Naggiar & Sarif LLC
Atlanta
www.nsfamilylawfirm.com

DAVID I. SCHACHTER
The Schachter Law Firm LLC
Savannah
www.disfamilylaw.com

KELLY K. SCHIFFER
Levine Smith Snider 
& Wilson, LLC
Atlanta
www.lsswlaw.com

DAWN R. SMITH
Smith & Lake LLC
Decatur
www.smithlakelaw.com

APRIL RINER STAFFORD
Stafford Law Group LLC
Statesboro
www.staffordlawgroupllc.com

JENNI F. SWAN
Swan Law Firm LLC
Savannah
www.swanlawfirm.net
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ADRIANA DE LA TORRIENTE
Torriente Marum LLC
Decatur
www.torrientemarum.com

JONATHAN TUGGLE
Boyd Collar Nolen & Tuggle LLC
Atlanta
www.bcntlaw.com

From page 63

GENERAL PRACTICE/
TRIAL LAW
ROBERT S. CARLSON
Caldwell, Propst & 
DeLoach LLP
Atlanta
www.cpdlawyers.com
Age: 47
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s de-
gree from Indiana University and
law degree from the University of
Missouri. Joined Caldwell, Propst &
Deloach in 1999.  
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: One
of the first cases I worked when I
joined the firm was a multi-million
dollar trust and business dispute
that involved a Southern Califor-
nia cult and some claims of
breach of fiduciary duty and
undue influence. The facts of the case were fascinating, the
legal issues were as complex as they come, and the key wit-
nesses were straight out of central casting. I knew from my
involvement in that case that this was the area of law that I want-
ed to focus my practice.
WHY LAW? My undergraduate constitutional professor was
tough but very respected. I did particularly well in his class. We
met for beers one evening, and he told me that he thought I
would be a good law student and asked whether I had ever
considered going to law school. It was around this time that I
saw Roy Black defend William Kennedy Smith [on TV]. His
cross-examination of the key witnesses was masterful. My mind
was made up. I remember looking at it and saying to myself, ‘I
want to do that.’ 
FAVORITE LAW MOVIE: My Cousin Vinny –SA

EMMET J. BONDURANT
Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore LLP
Atlanta
www.bmelaw.com

MATTHEW F. BOYER
Nall & Miller LLP
Atlanta
www.nallmiller.com

BRIAN D. BURGOON
Burgoon Law Firm
Atlanta
www.burgoonlaw.com

RICHARD J. CAPRIOLA
Winter Capriola Zenner LLC 
Atlanta
www.wczlaw.net

JENNIFER E. CARVER
Alma

BENJAMIN W. CHEESBRO
Caplan Cobb LLP
Atlanta
www.caplancobb.com

FAMILY
LAW

Continued
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MARGARET K. CLARK
Cole, Clark & Gore PC
Savannah
www.cole-law.com

DAVID A. DIAL
Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins
Gunn & Dial LLC
Atlanta
www.wwhgd.com

BENJAMIN I. FINK
Berman Fink Van Horn PC
Atlanta
www.bfvlaw.com

BENJAMIN Y. GERBER
The Law Office of Benjamin Y.
Gerber LLC
Atlanta
www.gerber-law.com

JEFF HARRIS
Harris Penn Lowry LLP
Savannah
www.hpllegal.com

DOUGLAS E. HERMAN
Oliver Maner LLP
Savannah
www.olivermaner.com

MARC B. HERSHOVITZ
Marc B. Hershovitz PC
Atlanta
www.hershovitz.com

WILLIAM B. HILL JR.
Polsinelli PC
Atlanta
www.polsinelli.com

STEPHEN E. HUDSON
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

STEPHEN M. HUTTMAN
Martenson Hasbrouck & Simon LLP
Atlanta
www.martensonlaw.com

ROBERT C. KHAYAT JR.
The Khayat Law Firm
Atlanta
www.khayatlawfirm.com

MOSES KIM
Insley & Race LLC
Atlanta
www.insleyrace.com

BRYAN M. KNIGHT
Knight Johnson LLC
Atlanta
www.knightjohnson.com

TROY LANIER
Tucker Everitt Long Brewton &
Lanier
Augusta
www.augustalawoffice.com

EDWARD H. LINDSEY JR.
Goodman McGuffey Lindsey &
Johnson LLP
Atlanta
www.gmlj.com

JOHN “JACK" R.B. LONG
John R.B. Long PC
Augusta
www.divorcelawagusuta.com

STEPHEN G. LOWRY
Harris Penn Lowry LLP
Savannah
www.hpllegal.com

MALCOLM MACKENZIE III
Weiner Shearouse Weitz
Greenberg & Shawe LLP
Savannah
www.wswgs.com

JOHN B. MANLY
Manly Jones LLP
Savannah
www.manlyjones.com

KEVIN A. MAXIM
The Maxim Law Firm PC
Atlanta
www.maximlawfirm.com

MARA MCRAE
McRae Bertschi LLC
Atlanta
www.mcraebertschi.com

GEORGE L. MURPHY JR.
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

PATRICK. T. O'CONNOR
Oliver Maner LLP
Savannah
www.olivermaner.com

HAYDEN R. PACE
Stokes Wagner Hunt Maretz 
& Terrell
Atlanta
www.stokeswagner.com

ROY E. PAUL
Bart Meyer & Co. LLP
Savannah
www.bartmeyerlaw.com

CHARLES E. PEELER
Flynn Peeler & Phillips LLC
Albany
www.fpplaw.com

W. RAY PERSONS
King & Spalding LLP
Atlanta
www.kslaw.com

STEVEN R. PRESS
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

T.C. SPENCER PRYOR
Alston & Bird
Atlanta
www.alston.com

RICHARD ROBBINS
Robbins Ross Alloy Belinfante
Littlefield LLC
Atlanta
www.robbinsfirm.com

ALEXA ROSS
Robbins Ross Alloy Belinfante
Littlefield LLC
Atlanta
www.robbinsfirm.com

KENNETH SHAPIRO
Mitchell & Shapiro LLP
Atlanta
www.mitchellshapiro.com

RICHARD H. SINKFIELD
Rogers & Hardin
Atlanta
www.rh-law.com

F. ROBERT SLOTKIN JR.
Slotkin & Caiola LLC
Decatur
www.slotkincaiola.com

KEN SMITH
The Law Offices of Ken Smith LLC
Macon
www.kensmithlaw.com

JOSHUA S. STEIN
Goodman McGuffey Lindsey &
Johnson LLP
Atlanta
www.gmlj.com

MATTHEW R. THIRY
Davis, Matthews & Quigley PC
Atlanta
www.dmqlaw.com

PAUL H. THRELKELD
Oliver Maner LLP
Savannah
www.olivermaner.com

CHILTON VARNER
King & Spalding LLP
Atlanta
www.kslaw.com

TERRY WEISS
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

PETER WERDESHEIM
Carlock Copeland & Stair LLP
Atlanta
www.carlockcopeland.com

JESSICA WOOD
Bodker, Ramsey, Andrews,
Winograd & Wildstein PC
Atlanta
www.brawwlaw.com

IMMIGRATION LAW
IAN MACDONALD
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com
Age: 45
BACKGROUND: Born and raised in England.
Bachelor’s degree from The New School and
law degree from American University. Joined
Greenberg Traurig in 2014.
WHY LAW? I’m a second-generation immigra-
tion lawyer. My father is an immigration lawyer
in the United Kingdom. So the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.
THE GROWING NEED FOR IMMIGRATION LAWYERS: Right now
immigration is definitely a key election issue. I think immigration law,
with the global economy growing, is going to be just as needed as
tax advice when moving people from country to country. 
THE DIFFERENT DEMANDS OF HIS JOB: It’s about constantly
being available for your clients. In a practice like immigration law,
where you’re not moving nuts and bolts, there are people at the end
of the service. They need access to their lawyers 24/7, and you’re
going to have clients on the other side of the world in completely
different time zones. 
WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT PRACTICING IN ATLANTA? Since the
Olympics, Atlanta has had a dramatic increase in its international
business. I would put Atlanta as one of the top three places in the
country to practice immigration law. My ability to service clients out
of Atlanta is top rate. – SA
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LUIS G. ALEMANY
The Alemany Law Firm LLC
Roswell
www.alemanylaw.net

PAUL V. BALDUCCI
Law Offices of Paul Balducci
Augusta
www.pvblaw.com

ROBERT E. BANTA
Banta Immigration Law Ltd.
Atlanta
www.bantalaw.com

ROBERT N. JOHNSON
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

JAMES KING
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Atlanta
www.seyfarth.com

ZULMA P. LOPEZ
Lopez Immigration LLC
Atlanta
www.lopezimmigration.com

MARK J. NEWMAN
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

VIVIEN FANG PEADEN
Ford & Harrison LLP
Atlanta
www.fordharrison.com

TERIANNE SIMMONS
Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Atlanta
www.agg.com

JESSICA K. STERN
Stern Law LLC
Atlanta
www.sternlawfirm.us

AIMEE TODD
Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

NICOLE WEITNAUER
The Law Offices of 
Socheat Chea
Duluth
www.socheatchea.com

DAVID C. WHITLOCK
Whitlock Law LLC
Suwanee
www.davidcwhitlock.com

BRETT BARTLETT
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Atlanta
www.seyfarth.com

SCOTT G. BLEWS
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
www.taylorenglish.com

JOSHUA I. BOSIN
Holland & Knight LLP
Atlanta
www.hklaw.com

CATHERINE BOWMAN
The Bowman Law Office LLC
Savannah
www.thebowmanlawoffice.com

A. CRAIG CLELAND
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Stewart PC
Atlanta
www.ogletreedeakins.com

MICHAEL P. ELKON
Fisher & Phillips LLP
Atlanta
www.laborlawyers.com

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT LAW
WADE W. HERRING II
HunterMaclean
Savannah
www.huntermaclean.com
Age: 57
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s degree from
Dartmouth College and law degree from
the University of Georgia. Practicing law
since 1983.
WHY LAW? I was interested in the law
as a system that creates order out of
chaos. Everyone is equal before the law, so the underdog, the
person who has been wronged in some way, has recourse.
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: In terms of impact in the law, Caley
v. Gulfstream recognized the ability of employers to require
arbitration as a means of dispute resolution instead of a lawsuit
and a jury trail. I’ve had lots of memorable cases, but a lot of my
successes are behind the scenes. They are no less rewarding,
because I know I helped not only the company but that employ-
ee. I helped the two of them get through a difficult situation, and
there won’t be a lawsuit, and it won’t be in the newspaper. That
is a true success for everybody involved.
FAVORITE BOOK ABOUT LAW? It’s probably cliche, but both
the book and the movie To Kill a Mockingbird are favorites of
mine. – LT
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Baker Donelson Bearman
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WILLIAM M. HAAS III
Constangy, Brooks, Smith &
Prophete LLP
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WIT HALL
Hall, Arbery, Gilligan, Roberts &
Shanlever LLP
Atlanta
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KATHRYN HINTON
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
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D. BRANDON HORNSBY
Hornsby Law Group
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F. BEAU HOWARD
Chamberlain Hrdlicka White
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SHAWN KACHMAR
HunterMaclean
Savannah
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CHERYL B. LEGARE
Legare Atwood & Wolfe LLC
Atlanta
www.law-llc.com
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Greenberg Traurig
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DANIEL M. MCCARTER
Swift Currie McGhee & Hiers
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J. TIMOTHY MCDONALD
Thompson Hine LLP
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HAYDEN R. PACE
Stokes Wagner Hunt Maretz &
Terrell
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www.stokeswagner.com

RAKESH N. PAREKH
Parekh Law LLC
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CHRISTOPHER E. PARKER
Miller & Martin PLLC
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www.millermartin.com

HENRY PERLOWSKI
Arnall Golden Gregory
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www.agg.com

DIANE L. PRUCINO
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Atlanta
www.kilpatricktownsend.com

NANCY E. RAFUSE
Polsinelli PC
Atlanta
www.polsinelli.com

ALEXA ROSS
Robbins Ross Alloy Belinfante
Littlefield LLC
Atlanta
www.robbinsfirm.com

JEFFREY B. SAND
The Weiner Law Firm LLC
Atlanta
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REBECCA SHANLEVER
Hall, Arbery, Gilligan, Roberts &
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BRYAN A. STILLWAGON
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www.shermanhoward.com

AMANDA S. THOMPSON
Salter Thompson Law PC
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Atlanta
www.hilbertlaw.com

PERSONAL INJURY
MICHAEL L. NEFF
The Law Offices of Michael L. Neff
PC
Atlanta
www.mlnlaw.com
Age: 47
BACKGROUND: Law degree from
Pennsylvania State University. Practicing
law since 1992.
WHY LAW? I grew up the son of lawyers.
My middle name is Lawson. Growing up,
I generally rooted for the underdog. As I
watched my parents, I came to under-
stand that the law is a career where you
can make a difference in people’s lives. 
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Martin v. Six Flags . It is a case I’ve
been working on since July 2007. In November 2013, a Cobb
County jury returned a $35-million verdict for a young man who
suffered a serious brain injury when he was attacked by Six Flags
employees. It is a case that demanded we communicate the law
clearly and the extent of the brain injury and its impact on the
client’s life. Today, we are still fighting to defend the jury’s ver-
dict in the Georgia Court of Appeals. – LT
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Bell Law Firm
Atlanta
www.belllawfirm.com
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Bergen & Bergen PC
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www.bergenandbergen.com
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Decatur
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JOHN B. MANLY
Manly Jones LLP
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JAMES B. MATTHEWS III
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Ashley PC
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DAVID H. MCCAIN
Childers & McCain LLC
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www.childersmccain.com

STEPHEN M. OZCOMERT
Decatur
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RANSE M. PARTIN
Conley Griggs Partin LLP
Atlanta
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GEOFFREY E. POPE
Pope & Howard PC
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JONATHAN A. POPE
Hasty Pope LLP
Canton
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DAMANY RANSOM
Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
Atlanta
www.bakerdonelson.com

JAMES A. ROBSON
Glass & Robson LLC
Atlanta
www.glassrobson.com

JAMES N. SADD
Slappey & Sadd
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www.lawyersatlanta.com

M.B. "BURT" SATCHER III
Owen, Gleaton, Egan, Jones &
Sweeney LLP
Atlanta
www.og-law.com

PARAG Y. SHAH
Shah Law Firm
Atlanta
www.shahlawfirm.com

JEFFREY P. SHIVER
Shiver Hamilton LLC
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www.shiverhamilton.com

LAURIE SPEED
Shamp Speed Jordan Woodward
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MATHEW K. TITUS
Titus Law LLC
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www.titus-law.com

DARREN TOBIN
Butler Tobin LLC
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JOHN L. VAUGHT
Vaught Law Firm PC
Savannah
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PAUL E. WEATHINGTON
The Weathington Firm PC
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JOSEPH A. WHITE
Fried & Bonder
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MICHAEL S. WILENSKY
Randy Scott Slater PC
Atlanta
www.claimtodaylaw.com

PUBLIC FINANCE
JONATHAN B. PANNELL
Gray Pannell & Woodward
LLP
Savannah
www.gpwlawfirm.com
Age: 38
BACKGROUND: Born and raised
in Savannah. Bachelor’s degree
from the University of Georgia
and law degree from Georgia
State University. A founding part-
ner of Gray, Pannell and Wood-
ward in 2008.  
WHY LAW? I’m a third-generation lawyer. The majority of my
family, my uncles and cousins included, have law degrees. You
had to go to law school so you could fit in at holidays. So maybe
it was lack of originality.
WHY PUBLIC FINANCE? You get to see the tangible results of
your practice. I went hunting with a friend, and on the way back we
were driving through the middle part of the state, going through
those small towns, and I tell him, “We financed the high school
there,” or “We financed the city hall there or the wastewater treat-
ment plant there.” We finally got to Jesup and he said, “Is there
anywhere you have not done a project?” That’s the rewarding
thing – helping these communities and local governments finance
these projects, and you get to see the results at the end of the day.
WHAT IT IS LIKE TO PRACTICE WITH HIS FATHER: It’s been
great. I think we would have known in the first few months if it was-
n’t going to work, and now it’s been 10 years. Having my dad
[James L. Pannell] and Tom Gray, who I’ve known since I was a kid,
as mentors and learning from them has been great. They’ve been
great teachers and great people to learn from. –SA
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Dentons US LLP
Atlanta
www.dentons.com

TYLER C. DUNN
Weissman Nowack Curry & Wilco
Atlanta
www.wnclaw.com

J. DANIEL FALLIGANT
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Savannah
www.bouhan.com
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Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
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JENNIFER C. MOCK
The Mock Law Firm
Statesboro
www.mocklaw.com
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Wright McLeod, Attorneys at Law
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Troutman Sanders
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

CHRISTINE R. NORSTADT
Pursley Friese Torgrimson LLP
Atlanta
www.pftlegal.com
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HENRY M. QUILLIAN III
Taylor English Duma LLP
Atlanta
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CHRISTINA ROGERS
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta
www.gtlaw.com

MICHAEL H. SHANLEVER
Alston & Bird
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www.alston.com

JODI TAYLOR
Baker Donelson Bearman
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ELIZABETH F. THOMPSON
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www.eftlaw.com

JOSHUA D. WALKER
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www.joshwalkerlaw.com

WOODROW W. "WOODY"
VAUGHAN III
Holland & Knight LLP
Atlanta
www.hklaw.com

JAMES R. WOODWARD
Gray Pannell & Woodward LLP
Savannah
www.gpwlawfirm.com

REAL ESTATE &
CONSTRUCTION LAW
GREGORY K. SMITH
King & Spalding
Atlanta
www.kslaw.com
Age: 44
BACKGROUND: Born and
raised in Dallas, Ga. Bach-
elor’s degree from Georgia
State University and law
degree from Mercer Univer-
sity. Joined King & Spalding
in 2001.
WHY LAW? From a young
age I always wanted to be a
lawyer. I can’t explain why,
other than seeing the lawyers
in my rural county work.
I always found it fascinating. 
WHY BUSINESS LITIGATION? I enjoy helping my clients
resolve issues. The construction field is fraught with dangers
that those who don’t participate in the process are unaware of.
I can tell my clients that I’ve been through it before, so let me
help you avoid some of the problems you’re not even aware of
yet. 
MOST MEMORABLE CASE: The most public was the DeKalb
County school litigation case. I represented the county and its
construction program. It turned into a six- to seven-year lawsuit
that had many advocates and many critics. – SA

BRADLEY J. BREECE
Troutman Sanders LLP
Atlanta
www.troutmansanders.com

MARGARET K. CLARK
Cole, Clark & Gore PC
Savannah
www.cole-law.com

BLAIR K. CLEVELAND
Martin Snow LLP
Macon
www.martinsnow.com

TAXES & ESTATES
PAIGE P. BAKER
MendenFreiman LLP
Atlanta
www.mendenfreiman.com
Age: 41
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of South
Florida and law degree from
Georgia State University. Joined
MendenFreiman in 2012; practic-
ing law since 2002.
YOU WERE A CPA. WHY
PURSUE A LEGAL DEGREE? I
was always interested in estate
planning and wills. The CPA work isn’t quite as creative, so I
was drawn to the legal work. Compliance work is hard. Legal
work is hard. It’s just a little different. 
WHY TAX LAW? I like to help people. When I do some trans-
action work or estate planning or when someone dies, it’s usu-
ally a major event in someone’s life. It’s nice to help people
when you have the experience to guide them through a hard
time.
WHY DO YOU ESPECIALLY ENJOY HELPING WIDOWS? You
can help them understand what their husbands have set up
and help guide them through it. A lot of times the husbands
were the ones working and doing all this, and I’m able to help.
People are grieving and it literally shuts down one part of their
brain, so it’s really a tough time to deal with all this stuff. – SA

PUBLIC
FINANCE
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